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BOOK reflecting more than ever the loveliness of the Eastern ._ K' ^ Saranyu. Then comes the signal of departure, that voice of the divine thunder which now, as before, when he encountered the Sphinx, Oidipous alone can understand- Without a murmur he prepares to obey the summons, and with Theseus alone, the son of the sea and air, by his side, calmly awaits the end. With wonderful fidelity to the old mythical phrases, the poet brings before us a sunset which dazzles the eyes even of the Athenian king, and tells us of the hero who has passed away, by no touch of disease, for sickness could not fasten on his glorious form, by no thunderstroke or sea-roused whirlwind, but guided by some heaven-sent messenger, or descending into the kindly earth where pain and grief may never afflict him more. Well may the poet speak as though he were scarcely telling the story of the death of mortal man.1
The tomb of EndymiSn was shown in Elis, and the Ore-tans pointed to the grave of Zeus; but no man could say ia what precise spot the bones of Oidipous reposed. It was enough to know that a special blessing would rest on the land which contained his sepulchre; and what place could be more meet for this his last abode than the dearest inheritance of Athene ?
The story The Theban myth of Oidipous is repeated substantially in the Arkadian tradition. As Oidipous is the son of Laios and Iokast6, the darkness and the violet-tinted sky, so is T^lephos (who has the same name with T^lephassa, the far-shining), the child of Aleos the blind, and Aug$ the brilliant: and as Oidipous is left to die on the slopes of Kithairon, so T&ephos is exposed on mount Parthenion. There the babe is suckled by a doe, which represents the wolf in the myth of Eomulus and the dog of the Persian story of Cyrus, and is afterwards brought up by the Arkadian king Korythos. Like Oidipous, he goes to Delphoi to learn who is his mother, and is there bidden to go to Teuthras, king of Mysia. But thither Augfi had gone before him, and thus in one version Teuthras promised her to T&ephos as his wife, if he would help him against Ms
1 Soph. Old. Colon. 1663.